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Treasury not otherwise appropriated, not to ex-
ceed $5,000,000 in the aggregate for the two fiscal 
years ending June 30, 1973, and June 30, 1974, and 
thereafter such sums as may be necessary. 

(b) Appropriations made pursuant to the au-
thority provided in subsection (a) of this section 
shall remain available for obligation, for ex-
penditure, or for obligation and expenditure for 
such period or periods as may be specified in the 
Act making such appropriations. 

(Pub. L. 92–484, § 12, Oct. 13, 1972, 86 Stat. 803.) 

CHAPTER 16—CONGRESSIONAL MAILING 
STANDARDS 

Sec. 

501. House Commission on Congressional Mailing 
Standards. 

(a) Establishment; designation. 
(b) Membership; political party represen-

tation; Chairman; vacancies; 
quorum. 

(c) Assistance and use of personnel, in-
cluding chief counsel, of Committee 
on Post Office and Civil Service of 
the House. 

(d) Advisory opinions or consultations 
respecting franked mail for persons 
entitled to franking privilege; 
franking privilege regulations. 

(e) Complaint of franked mail violations; 
investigation; notice and hearing; 
conclusiveness of findings; decision 
of Commission; judicial review; ref-
erence of certain violations to Com-
mittee on Standards of Official Con-
duct of the House for appropriate 
action and enforcement; adminis-
trative procedure regulations. 

(f) Procedural considerations; sessions, 
place and time; subpenas, issuance 
and service; oaths and affirmations; 
testimony; printing and binding; ex-
penditures; organizational and pro-
cedural regulations; majority as-
sent. 

(g) Property of Commission; records; vot-
ing record; location of records, data, 
and files. 

502. Select Committee on Standards and Conduct 
of the Senate. 

(a) Advisory opinions or consultations 
respecting franked mail for persons 
entitled to franking privilege; 
franking privilege regulations. 

(b) Complaint of franked mail violations; 
investigation; notice and hearing; 
decision of select committee; en-
forcement. 

(c) Administrative or judicial jurisdic-
tion of civil actions respecting 
franking law violations or abuses of 
franking privilege dependent on fil-
ing of complaint with select com-
mittee and rendition of decision by 
such committee. 

(d) Administrative procedure regula-
tions. 

(e) Property of Senate; records of select 
committee; voting record; location 
of records, data, and files. 

§ 501. House Commission on Congressional Mail-
ing Standards 

(a) Establishment; designation 

There is established a special commission of 
the House of Representatives, designated the 

‘‘House Commission on Congressional Mailing 

Standards’’ (herein referred to as the ‘‘Commis-

sion’’). 

(b) Membership; political party representation; 
Chairman; vacancies; quorum 

The Commission shall be composed of six 

Members appointed by the Speaker of the House, 

three from the majority political party, and 

three from the minority political party, in the 

House. The Speaker shall designate as Chairman 

of the Commission, from among the members of 
the Committee on Post Office and Civil Service 
of the House, one of the Members appointed to 
the Commission. A vacancy in the membership 
of the Commission shall be filled in the same 
manner as the original appointment. Four mem-
bers of the Commission shall constitute a 
quorum to do business. 

(c) Assistance and use of personnel, including 
chief counsel, of Committee on Post Office 
and Civil Service of the House 

In performing its duties and functions, the 
Commission may use such personnel, office 
space, equipment, and facilities of, and obtain 
such other assistance from, the Committee on 
Post Office and Civil Service of the House, as 
such committee shall make available to the 
Commission. Such personnel and assistance 
shall include, in all cases, the services and as-
sistance of the chief counsel or other head of the 
professional staff (by whatever title designated) 
of such committee. All assistance so furnished 
to the Commission by the Committee on Post 
Office and Civil Service shall be sufficient to en-
able the Commission to perform its duties and 
functions efficiently and effectively. 

(d) Advisory opinions or consultations respecting 
franked mail for persons entitled to franking 
privilege; franking privilege regulations 

The Commission shall provide guidance, as-
sistance, advice, and counsel, through advisory 
opinions or consultations, in connection with 
the mailing or contemplated mailing of franked 
mail under section 3210, 3211, 3212, 3213(2), 3218, 
or 3219, in connection with the operation of sec-
tion 3215, of title 39, and in connection with any 
other Federal law (other than any law which im-
poses any criminal penalty) or any rule of the 
House of Representatives relating to franked 
mail, upon the request of any Member of the 
House or Member-elect, Resident Commissioner 
or Resident Commissioner-elect, Delegate or 
Delegate-elect, any former Member of the House 
or former Member-elect, Resident Commissioner 
or Resident Commissioner-elect, Delegate or 
Delegate-elect, any surviving spouse of any of 
the foregoing (or any individual designated by 
the Clerk of the House under section 3218 of title 
39), or any other House official or former House 
official, entitled to send mail as franked mail 
under any of those sections. The Commission 
shall prescribe regulations governing the proper 
use of the franking privilege under those sec-
tions by such persons. 
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